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VACCINATION AND FREEDOM OF MOVEMENT

Summary

At the beginning of March 2020, the World Community declared 
COVID-19 global pandemic. In order to prevent the spread of the infection, 
they asked the states to take urgent and sharp actions. Governments around the 
world have taken strict measures and, in addition to measures such as social 
distancing and wearing protecting masks, have restricted the freedom of 
movement of their citizens. The borders of the states, and sometimes the 
provinces, districts and even cities, were closed. This was followed by 
quarantines that continue to this day, and which hinder or completely prevent 
the free movement of people. Freedom of movement as a human right protected 
by national and international law has been and still is ultimately questioned. 
With the appearance of the first vaccines against COVID-19, mass vaccination 
of the population of countries around the world began. Vaccination has so far 
been carried out on a voluntary basis, but there are indications that this will not 
be the case in the coming period. We make this prediction because od France, 
which presented a draft law at the end of last year, according to which citizens 
who have not received the vaccine against COVID-19 will not be able to have 
free access to many public places and public transport, with the provision that 
further restrictions on access to certain places for persons who have not been 
vaccinated are decided by the Prime Minister without the possibility for the 
decision to be revised by the Parliament. Such a solution met with serious 
opposition, emphasizing that it represents a violation not only of the freedom of 
choice and decision-making about one's own life and health, but also of the 
basic right to freedom of movement of citizens. As an accompanying moment 
of the idea of restricting access to certain places to persons who have not been 
vaccinated, the idea of introducing a passport on vaccination appears as proof 
that a certain person has been vaccinated.
Key words: COVID-19, vaccination, freedom of movement, restriction of 
freedom of movement, green health passports.
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