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THE POSITION OF THE SUPREME COMMANDER OF THE ARMED FORCES IN 
THE CONTEXT OF MODERN SECURITY RISKS – A COMPARATIVE OVERVIEW 

Abstract 

In the majority of countries, the posi on of supreme commander is held by the head
of state, which usually means that the nominal head of the armed forces is the
president of the republic. The principle of unques oning obedience to the supreme
commander was rela vized in the second half of the 20th century, as a consequence
of various forms of abuses in the previous era. In order to reduce the danger of
external threats to the security of the country, the principle of poli cal neutrality of
the army aims to prevent the poli cal misapply of the armed forces, as well as the
usurpa on of poli cal func ons by the military leadership. The term commander in
chief served for years, with rare excep ons, as a technical term, which was useful
only when there was a need for a concise answer to the ques on of which body
formally sits at the top of the hierarchy of people who are armed in accordance with
the law, andwithin a hierarchically principle of organiza on. Approaching the second
quarter of this century, we no ce the strengthening of the posi on of commander
in chief in a number of countries, including four of the ve permanent members of
the United Na ons Security Council. A series of highly in uen al armed con icts in
the last 30 years contributed to the strengthening of the authority to command the
military forces in the hands of the president of the republic. These con icts have
resulted in increased security risks on the interna onal level, combined with
weakening of con dence in the capacity of the United Na ons to make the expected
contribu on to ensuring world peace and security, which is the rst func on of this
universal poli cal organiza on. At the same me, the con nuous reasons for
instability in the interna onal arena have served to strengthen the in uence of the
execu ve branch of government in the area of commanding the army. This in uence
is not always in accordance with the cons tu onal framework, and when it becomes
so, it is usually not a ma er of devia ng from the expansively interpreted posi on
of the head of state, but of adap ng the legal framework to the real rela ons of
forces in domes c and foreign poli cs.
Keywords: president of republic, military, competences.
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